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§3430.3

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Serv-
ices as to such eligibility must be made
available to CSREES upon request.

Peer reviewers means experts or con-
sultants qualified by training and expe-
rience to give expert advice on the sci-
entific and technical merit of applica-
tions or the relevance of those applica-
tions to one or more of the application
evaluation criteria. Peer reviewers
may be adhoc or convened as a panel.

Prior approval means written ap-
proval by an Authorized Departmental
Officer evidencing prior consent.

Private research organization means
any non-governmental corporation,
partnership, proprietorship, trust, or
other organization.

Private sector means all non-public
entities, including for-profit and non-
profit commercial and non-commercial
entities, and including private or inde-
pendent educational associations.

Program announcement (PA) means a
detailed description of the RFA with-
out the associated application pack-
age(s). CSREES will not solicit or ac-
cept applications in response to a PA.

Program Officer means a CSREES in-
dividual (often referred to as a Na-
tional Program Leader) who is respon-
sible for the technical oversight of the
award on behalf of the Department.

Project means the particular activity
within the scope of the program sup-
ported by an award.

Project Director or PD means the sin-
gle individual designated by the award-
ee in the application and approved by
the Authorized Departmental Officer
who is responsible for the direction and
management of the project, also known
as a Principal Investigator (PI) for re-
search activities.

Project period means the total length
of time, as stated in the award docu-
ment and modifications thereto, if any,
during which Federal sponsorship be-
gins and ends.

Research means any systematic study
directed toward new or fuller knowl-
edge and understanding of the subject
studied.

Scientific peer review means an evalua-
tion of the technical quality of a pro-
posed project and its relevance to re-
gional or national goals, performed by
experts with the scientific knowledge
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and technical skills to conduct the pro-
posed research work.

Secretary means the Secretary of Ag-
riculture and any other officer or em-
ployee of the Department to whom the
authority involved is delegated.

State means any one of the fifty
States, the District of Columbia, and
the insular areas.

Third party in-kind contributions
means the value of non-cash contribu-
tions of property or services provided
by non-Federal third parties, including
real property, equipment, supplies and
other expendable property, directly
benefiting and specifically identifiable
to a funded project or program.

Under Secretary means the Under Sec-
retary for Research, Education, and
Economics.

United States means the several
States, the District of Columbia, and
the insular areas.

Units of State governmment means all
State institutions, including the for-
mal divisions of State government (i.e.,
the official State agencies such as de-
partments of transportation and edu-
cation), local government agencies
(e.g., a county human services office),
and including State educational insti-
tutions (e.g., public colleges and uni-
versities).

§3430.3 Deviations.

Any request by the applicant or
awardee for a waiver of or deviation
from any provision of this part shall be
submitted to the ADO identified in the
agency specific requirements. CSREES
shall review the request and notify the
applicant/awardee, within 30 calendar
days from the date of receipt of the de-
viation request, whether the request to
deviate has been approved. If the devi-
ation request is still under consider-
ation at the end of 30 calendar days,
CSREES shall inform the applicant/
awardee in writing of the date when
the applicant/awardee may expect the
decision.

§3430.4 Other applicable statutes and
regulations.

Several Federal statutes and regula-
tions apply to Federal assistance appli-
cations considered for review and to
project grants and cooperative agree-
ments awarded under CSREES Federal
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